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The short
guide to
social
work
Robert Adams

“An excellent

introduction to present

day social work which

does not patronise or

compromise readers,

or avoid dealing with the diversity and complexity
of the tasks facing practitioners in today’s world.
Robert Adams should be congratulated for his
achievement.” Carol Lewis, Bournemouth
University

the short guide
to social work

“This is a well-crafted book by one of social
work’s leading authors. It provides an excellent
introduction to the field.” Neil Thompson,
Avenue Consulting Ltd

This engaging text offers a concise and accessible
overview of social work which will appeal to anyone
needing a quick introduction. It contains essential
information for all prospective and new social work
students, the theories and policy and practice frameworks
as well as current issues facing social work today.
Illustrated with many examples from practice, it covers
social work with many service user groups including
children and families, adults, older people, disabled
people and people with mental health problems as well
as specialist areas of practice.

Contents: Introduction; Part One: Preparing for social
work: Introducing social work; Qualifying programmes in
social work; Becoming a social worker; Organisation, legal
basis and regulation of social work; Part Two: Practising
social work: Social work with children, young people and
their families; Social work with adults and health-related
services; Social work with older people; Social work with
disabled people; Social work with mental health, illness
and recovery; Social work with groups and communities.

PB £9.99 US$18.00 ISBN 978 1 84742 287 3
208 pages ¢ April 2010 « INSPECTION COPY AVAILABLE

Recording in
social work

Not just an administrative task
LIZO'ROURKE

Recording
in social
work

Not just an
administrative task

Liz O'Rourke

“Recording can be
a chore. But it can

also be a positive
tool, encouraging
reflection as well as focusing on accountability

and information storage and sharing. As with
recording itself, this research-based text should also
encourage reflection and a positive re-balancing

of the purpose, process and product of recording.”
Ray Jones, Kingston University and St
George's, University of London, former Social
Services Director, Wiltshire and Chair of BASW

“The topic of recording is certainly one for which
there exists little current literature, and this book
makes an original and prominent contribution.”
Suzy Braye, University of Sussex

Recording is regarded by most social workers as a
necessary evil. The research from which this book arises
found that recording is a highly complex and demanding
aspect of professional practice. Why has such a critical
activity received so little attention, despite the concerns
over social work records identified with successive
inquiries into tragic deaths? This highly topical book
explores the often conflicting demands on social workers
as they record information on the case files, and will
stimulate a long overdue debate as to how to achieve
more effective recording in social work.

Contents: Introduction; Recording in context; Social
work, risk and modernity; The social construction of

the ‘real’ record; Setting the scene; The demands of
recording; Resources/constraints impacting on recording;
Recording dilemmas; Conclusions and implications.

PB £18.99 US$32.95 ISBN 978 1 84742 756 4
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Social Work in Practice series ARE
Making a difference

OF SOGIAL WORKERS

Series editors: Viviene Cree, University of Edinburgh and Steve Myers, University of Salford

This important textbook series sets new standards in introducing social workers to the ideas, values and
knowledge-base necessary for professional practice. Reflecting the current curricula of the new social work
degree and post-qualifying programmes and structured around the framework of the National Occupational
Standards, these core text are designed for students undertaking professional training at all levels as well

as fulfilling the needs of qualified staff. Written by leading authors in their fields, each book has been
evaluated by a panel of experts, practitoners and educationalists to ground them firmly in the world of
practice.

Communicating with children and
young people

Michelle Lefevre

“This is one of the best texts on this subject to emerge in recent years - well
written, scholarly with practice accounts that draw on Michelle Lefevre’s direct
experience. An essential text for all practitioners who encounter children and
young people in their work.” Pam Trevithick, University of Bristol

Communicating with
children and young
people

It is now clear that if professionals are to make a real difference for children and young Making a difference
people, they must be able to engage and communicate with children themselves, not
just their parents and carers. Practitioners must be able to listen to children, support
them, keep them informed, and fully involve them in matters which concern them.
This timely book aspires to prepare social workers and other practitioners for this
challenging set of roles and tasks. In particular, it aims to enthuse readers to develop
the most powerful resource they have to offer in their direct work with children: themselves.

Contents: Setting the scene; The importance of effective communication between children and young people and
their social workers; Children and young people’s views on what counts as effective communication with them; Some
theoretical perspectives on the nature of communication; Communicative capability and how it might be achieved;
Appraising your capabilities and learning needs in communication with children and young people; Getting the context
right for communication; Communication skills for assessments; Observing children and making sense of their play and
behaviour; Communicating with children through play, activities and the expressive arts; Communication as the heart of
social work.
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Social work

Viviene Cree and Steve Myers

“A fascinating and novel approach to social work’s National Occupational
Standards, bringing them to life with a skilful balance of detail and context.
This book will make a difference to those who read it.” Mark Doel, Sheffield
Hallam University
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Social work

This book explores what social work is. Structured around the framework of the National [MEIafdENelii{=I{=lale
Occupational Standards for social work - and using terminology and concepts contained
within them - the book examines how social work can make a difference in the lives of
individuals, families and communities and argues that to really make a difference it is
necessary to think outside the box.

PB £16.99 US$29.95 ISBN 978 1 861347 787 « HB £55.00 US$75.00 ISBN 978 1 86134 779 4
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Radical social work in practice
lain Ferguson and Rona Woodward

“This book needs to be read by all those with an interest in social work.
Informed by a ringing rejection of neo-liberalism and by the insights of
practitioners and users, it provides a compelling case for a social work profession |
and practice committed to social justice. A must-read.” Chris Jones, University [8-F¥HINETRIFIENINT

of Liverpool in practice

Challenges to a neoliberal approach to social work have been gaining ground Making a difference
academically, and, to a lesser extent, in practice circles. Providing a fresh understanding
of the radical tradition, this book shows how it can be developed in contemporary social
work. Using case studies to illustrate the type of dilemmas faced by workers in their day-
to-day practice, the book sets out the ways in which a radical social work approach can
inform constructive responses. The book emphasises the need to understand the diverse
lives of service users, encouraging readers to share experience and knowledge and to
discuss past and present events, to build confidence in tackling injustice at individual and societal levels.

SOCIALWORK IN PRACTICE series

As many social workers are becoming disillusioned and dissatisfied with the profession, this book promotes a practice
that is rooted in a commitment to positive change and to social justice that will offer a breath of fresh air to students
and practitioners alike.

PB £16.99 US$29.95 ISBN 978 1 86134 991 0
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Religion, belief and social work
Sheila Furness and Philip Gilligan
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“At last: a courageous, sensitive and comprehensive book on the place of religion
and belief in everyday social work practice. An indispensable resource for those
committed to delivering culturally-appropriate services to users and carers.”
Siobhan E. Laird, University of Nottingham

Religion, belief and
social work

This book examines how religion and related beliefs have varied impacts on the needs and . .
Making a difference

perceptions of practitioners, service users, and the support networks available to them.
The authors argue that social workers need to understand these phenomena, so that they
can become more confident in challenging discriminatory and oppressive practices. The
centrality of religion and associated beliefs in the lives of many is emphasised, as are their
potentially liberating (and potentially negative) impacts. SOCIALWORKIN PRACTCE seris

This book is the first to deal with social work and religion so comprehensively and will therefore be essential reading not
only for social work students, but also for practitioners in a range of areas, social work academics and researchers in the
UK and beyond.
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Also available in the Social Work in Practice series:

Youth justice in practice \.‘; {‘

Bill Whyte

Social work and
multi-agency working
Making a difference

Youth justice
in practice
Making a difference

Social work and multi-agency working
Edited by Kate Morris

BASW MEMBER DISCOUNT

BASW members are entitled to a 30% discount on our BASW titles, including all those in the Social Work in
Practice and BASW/Policy Press series. Members should go to: http://www.policypress.co.uk/promo.asp

and enter code ODS9MHU in the box. The discount will be applied to all relevant titles when they are added
to the basket.
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Rural social

work

International
perspectives

Richard Pugh
and Brian Cheers

“Rural social work practice
is rising up the education,
training and research
agenda; this text provides
its champions and

novices with stimulating
and evidence-based ideas and information.” Jill
Manthorpe, King's College London

E

In much of the West the concerns of rural people are
marginalised and rural issues neglected. This stimulating
book draws upon a rich variety of material to show why
rural social work is such a challenging field of practice. It
incorporates research from different disciplines and places
to provide an accessible and comprehensive introduction
to rural practice. This book is relevant to planners,
managers and practitioners not only in social work but
also in other welfare services such as health and youth
work, who are likely to face similar challenges.
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FORTHCOMING
Supporting People

Towards a person-centred
approach

Peter Beresford, Catherine
Bewley, Fran Branfield, Suzy
Croft, Jennie Fleming, Michael
Glynn and Karen Postle

Supporting People explores for the first time with service
users, practitioners, carers and managers what person-
centred support means to them, what barriers stand in
the way and how these can be overcome. Based on the
largest independent UK study of person-centred support
and written by an experienced team that includes service
users, practitioners and researchers, it demonstrates how
change can be made now, and what strategic changes are
needed for person-centred support to have a sustainable
future.

PB £19.99 US$34.95 ISBN 978 1 84742 762 5
336 pages tbc ¢ November 2010
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