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Foreword by 
Nicholas Timmins, 
Financial Times

A hundred years after 
its philanthropist 
founder identified 
poverty, alcohol, drugs and gambling among 
the social evils of his time, the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation initiated a major 
consultation among leading thinkers, activists 
and commentators, as well as the wider public. 
The findings have now been brought together 
in this fascinating book.

Individual contributors range across the 
political spectrum and the book also 
reports the results from a web survey and 
consultation with often excluded groups. 
The results are eloquently and passionately 
expressed. They suggest that while some 
evils – like poverty – endure, more recent 
sources of social misery, including an alleged 
rise in selfish consumerism and a perceived 
decline in personal responsibility and family 
commitment, attract controversy.  
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Towards a 
more equal 
society?
Poverty, inequality 
and policy since 
1997

Edited by John 
Hills, Tom Sefton 
and Kitty Stewart, 
London School of 
Economics and Political Science

“If you want a deep and even-handed 
project to rethink egalitarianism for the 
current age, turn to Towards a more equal 
society?” Richard Reeves, The Observer

When New Labour came to power in 1997,  
its leaders asked for it to be judged after  
ten years on its success in making Britain  
“a more equal society”. This book asks 
whether Britain has indeed moved in  
that direction. It provides an independent 
assessment of New Labour’s policies over  
a longer period.

The book is essential reading for academics 
and students and those seeking an objective 
account of Labour’s achievements in power.
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The Peter 
Townsend 
reader
Edited by David 
Gordon, Hilary Land 
and Ruth Levitas, 
University of Bristol, 
Peter Phillimore, 
Newcastle University, Chris Phillipson, 
University of Keele, Margot E. 
Saloman, London School of Ecomonics 
and Political Science, Alan Walker, 
University of Sheffield and Nicola 
Yeates, Open University

“A valuable selection from the writings  
of an outstanding sociologist.”  
Adrian Sinfield, University of Edinburgh

This reader brings together for the first 
time a collection of Peter Townsend’s most 
distinctive work. It reviews the changes that 
have taken place over the past six decades, 
and reflects on issues that have returned to 
the fore today. Each section of the book is 
introduced by an editor who is an expert 
in their field and it concludes with a new 
chapter by Peter Townsend about the present 
and the future.

This reader will provide a teaching and 
learning resource for students in different 
disciplines of the social sciences. It will also 
provide an insight into the development of 
one scientist’s entire intellectual approach.
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A generation 
of change, a 
lifetime of 
difference?
Social policy in 
Britain since 1979

Martin Evans and 
Lewis Williams, 
University of Oxford

“Adopting a truly original perspective 
Evans and Williams have provided an 
immensely valuable book.“ Jochen Clasen, 
University of Edinburgh

This book provides an overview of the 
development of policy change and uses  
an innovative lifetime approach “from the 
cradle to the grave” to put it into perspective.

This is the first book to join up the history of 
policy direction with an analysis of outcomes 
and will therefore attract a wide readership 
interest in social policy, pensions, children’s 
support and related issues.
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New in paperback

The EU and social inclusion
Facing the challenges

Eric Marlier, CEPS/INSTEAD Research 
Institute, Tony Atkinson, University  
of Oxford, Bea Cantillon, University  
of Antwerp and Brian Nolan, 
University College Dublin

This book provides an in-depth analysis of 
the EU Social Inclusion Process and explores 
the challenges ahead at local, regional, 
national and EU levels.

PB £24.99 US$39.95  ISBN 978 1 84742 419 8
HB £65.00 US$85.00  ISBN 978 1 86134 884 5
240 x 172mm 328 pages April 2009

Forthcoming

Education, disability  
and social policy
Edited by Steve Haines, Save the 
Children and David Ruebain, Equality 
and Human Rights Commission

Disability is an increasingly vital 
contemporary issue in British social policy 
especially in education. Education, disability 
and social policy brings together for the 
first time unique perspectives from leading 
thinkers including senior academics, opinion 
formers, policy makers and school leaders to 
explore these issues. 

The book is a milestone in social policy 
studies, of enduring interest to students, 
academics, policy makers, parents and 
campaigners alike. 
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The idea  
of poverty
Paul Spicker, Robert 
Gordon University

“This is an important 
addition to the 
literature.” David 
Byrne, University  
of Durham

This book examines views about what poverty 
is and what should be done about it. It 
challenges many of the myths and stereotypes 
about poverty and the poor, and helps 
readers to make sense of a wide range of 
conflicting and contradictory source material. 
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Understanding 
inequality, 
poverty  
and wealth
Policies and  
prospects

Edited by Tess  
Ridge, University of 
Bath and Sharon Wright,  
University of Stirling

“This book offers rich pickings for students 
and all who are concerned about poverty 
and inequality.” Ruth Lister, Loughborough 
University, author of Poverty (Polity, 2004)

This major textbook provides a critical 
understanding of poverty and social 
exclusion in relation to wealth. It is essential 
for undergraduate students studying social 
policy and a core text for level 3/4 specialist 
modules in this field. 
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Also available

A more equal society?
New Labour, poverty, inequality  
and exclusion

Edited by John Hills and Kitty Stewart, 
London School of Economics and 
Political Science
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